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the lief, of this Pandora's box. Probably the
seeds of the land league, of boycotting, of cattle
driving, of obstruction in Parliament, were sown
at that time, and the crops have been continuous
and flourishing from then till this very day.

The authentic history of Ireland may be said
to begin when St. Patrick, taken as a slave from
Ireland to Scotland, and then returning to Ireland
after completing his studies as a priest, converts
Ireland to the Catholic faith early in the fifth
century. The Danes overran Ireland, as they
did England, in the eighth century, and the Irish
fought many bloody battles with them; but it is
not until Pope Hadrian the Fourth presents
Henry the Second with Ireland that Anglo-Irish
history begins, and that history is merely a series
of quarrels, disputes and wranglings, punctuated
with famine, plague and slaughter.

From this time on the Anglo-Norman barons
and their descendants fought among themselves
and fought the lush. Through one reign after
another the affairs of Ireland went from bad
to worse. After the Wars of the Roses, when
Henry tfre Seventh came to the throne in England
in 1485, the English settlement in Ireland was
found to be very much reduced in power and
size. The first English settlers had married
Irish women and had become more Irish than